Schools Forum October 2015      Item 10

	Date:

      15 October 2015
	Item 

 10
	Type of report:

Decision

	Report title:


	SEND Funding for Early Years 2015-16 and Onwards

	Author name 
and contact details:
	Mustafa Salih
Mustafa.salih@southwark.gov.uk
 

	Officer to present  the report:
	Mustafa Salih


Executive Summary

This report provides The Schools Forum with an update on the progress to date in reviewing the funding for Early Years Special Educational Needs in maintained nursery schools. 
Schools Forum Actions
The Schools Forum is asked to note the progress to date and comment on the review. 
1.0 
Background
1.1
Maintained nursery schools asked the local authority (LA) to review SEN funding arrangements in response to the difficulty being faced in these settings with bridging the gap between identifying high needs, one to one support requirements and current funding arrangements.
2.0 
Progress to date
2.1
A review was commissioned by the Local Authority in response to the issues raised by the Nursery school Head teachers around the high numbers of children with SEN in the schools and the funding arrangements for these children.
2.2
The review took account of the views of senior managers and SENCo’s in all settings, the assessment, progress and achievement data for children and individual case studies.  It also took into account the views of a small group of parents. 
2.3
For each school, Ofsted inspections identified specific elements of good practice in provision for children with SEN. The progress of children identified as SEN is judged as good in three schools and outstanding in one.

2.4
In 2014 the percentage incidence of SEN in maintained nursery schools nationally was 13.6%. The average percentage incidence in Southwark maintained nursery schools is at present 27.2%. Current evidence indicates that levels of identification of SEN are very high in one school. However, if the average across four out of five schools; it is 21%. This is 7.4% higher than the national average.

2.5
For children with more complex needs the current percentage of pupils with statements in maintained nursery schools across the country was 0.7%.  The current percentage of pupils with statements in mainstream primary schools across the country is 1.4%. In Southwark maintained nursery schools the average percentage of the population who have an EHC, are in the process of being formally assessed by the local authority or are currently pending application for assessment is 5.6%. This is 4.9% higher than the national average.
2.6
The review concluded the following 
· The percentage of pupils with Special Educational Needs (SEN) in Southwark’s Maintained nursery schools is high in comparison to other Southwark schools and in comparison to both nursery schools and Primary schools nationally.

· There are some inconsistencies between nursery schools in the identification of children with SEN.

· There is evidence of greater consistency in the identification of pupils with complex needs between settings.

· There are children with complex special educational needs in all five of Southwark’s maintained nursery schools.

· The majority of children identified as having complex needs who are fully supported by adults are working at levels significantly below those of their peers.  This places severe limitations on the independent access to learning.

· Children identified as having complex SEN who are fully supported by adults make at least expected progress. This is in line with their peers. Therefore this provision is effective.

· The majority of children identified as having complex SEN who are fully supported by adults make accelerated progress compared with typical expectations and close the gap on their peers. 

· Parents value the skillful support for children identified as SEN in the nursery schools.

2.7
The report made the following recommendations: 

The local authority should review the funding mechanism for Southwark Maintained Nursery schools so that: 

· funding reflects the high level of SEN in Southwark Nurseries in comparison to local and national data. 

· funding to support children with complex SEN should be front-loaded to enable early intensive intervention.

· all hours of children’s placements should be fully-funded at a level commensurate with their learning needs, so that pupils with SEN are not disadvantaged. 

· Agree systematic peer-moderation of SEN identification and provision with schools to ensure that all identification and assessment of children with SEN is rigorous and robust. (Please note: this took place on Friday 22nd May 2015) 

· Work with Nursery schools, other settings and strategic partners to reduce the high proportion of children with SEN in these schools, strengthen provision for SEN in other EYFS settings and improve quality and choice for Southwark children and families

3.0
Proposals

3.1
Following the review set out above the Local Authority is proposing to provide the additional funding support identified.
3.2.
Nursery schools are currently funded for EHC plans at 60% of the school rate of a band C funded plan. Funding is currently back dated to the point of agreement to proceed (panel decision). In practice this creates a funding gap – usually most of the first term of three terms. During this time intense interim support is provided by the setting. It is proposed that funding is provided from point of entry to facilitate early and comprehensive support and assessment of the child’s needs. The estimated annual cost of this is £99,000 for all Nursery Schools.
3.3
Where vulnerable children with EHC plans are offered and take up full time places (30 hours a week) in maintained nursery schools, funding to meet the additional needs should be provided equally across the day. The estimated annual cost of this is £90,000 for all Nursery Schools.

3.4 
The total additional cost of £189,000 would be funded from 2015-16 onwards and can be met from the High Needs Block of the DSG.   
4.0 Action for the Schools Forum

4.1

Schools Forum is asked to agree to fund the identified additional SEN funding of £189k from the High Needs Block of the DSG.
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