In accordance with the Local Authorities
(Members Allowances) (England) Regulations
2001, Southwark Council is publishing details
of the allowances paid to Councillors for the
financial year 1 April 2005-31 March 2006,
along with details of the allowances scheme
which applied.

The scheme was agreed at council in October
and November 2003 and amended in December
2004 to have regard to the new licensing
legislation effective from 7 February 2005. The
scheme makes provision for a basic allowance to
be paid to all members, and for special
responsibility allowances (SRAs) to be paid to
members who take on significant additional
responsibilities. The allowances are grouped in
bands, and the amounts for each band are set out
below. The scheme provides for an index-
linked increase from 1 April of each year until
April 2007, in line with the Local Government
Pay Settlement for officers. No member may
receive more than one SRA (with the exception
of licensing committee members who receive a
band 1 allowance in addition to any other band 1
or 2 allowance they already receive. This is to
recognise the heavy additional workload of the
Licensing Committee).

Band 3 and 4 allowances are dependant on the
number of hours per week the member is
employed elsewhere, as set out below:
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- less than 11 hours elsewhere, full SRA
- 11-24 hours elsewhere, two thirds SRA
- more than 24 hours elsewhere, one third SRA.

Band 1 allowances - payable to the Deputy
Leader of the Majority Opposition: Leader of
Minority Opposition; Opposition Group Whip;
Independent Chair of Standards Committee and
members of Licensing Committee.

Band 2 Allowance - the Deputy Mayor, the
Leader of the Majority Opposition, the Vice-
Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee,
the Chairs of Planning and Licensing
Committees, Chairs of the Scrutiny Sub-
committees (x5), Chief Whip, Chair of
Disciplinary Appeals and Chairs of Community
Councils (x8).

Band 2.25 Allowance - the Mayor

Band 3 Allowance - the Deputy Leader,
members of the Executive (x8), and the Chair
of Overview and Scrutiny

Band 4 Allowance is payable to the Leader of
the Council.

Statutory co-opted Members of Standards and
Education Committees receive an annual
allowance of £1,035, but do not receive the
basic allowance.

The full scheme also allows members and
statutory co-opted members to claim travelling
and subsistence allowance when on Council

business outside the borough. Members with
disabilities may claim transport costs within the
borough. Members may also claim for taxi
fares for journeys after 9pm in the summer and
7pm in the winter.

Non statutory co-optees who do not receive an
allowance can claim reimbursement for travel
and subsistence.

Members and statutory & non statutory co-
opted members are entitled to claim dependent
carer’s allowance.

At present a pension scheme for members is not
in operation.

ALG Panel’s recommendations

The Allowances were set following
consideration by the Council’s Standards
Committee, and consideration of reports by an
Independent Panel constituted by the
Association for London Government (“ALG ).
The main features of the Independent Panel’s
2003 report are that:

e The amount of Basic Allowance should
remain as recommended in the last report as
£8,500, but uprated for subsequent increases in
the cost of living by reference to the appropriate
index, which in 2003 led to a figure of
£9,149.40.

o Special Responsibility Allowances should
continue to be paid in respect of the
responsibilities specified in the previous report,

Band 1 - £2,694.56 - £8,291.84

Band 2 - £13,889.12 - £25,083.68

Band 3 - £30,680.96 - £36,232.40

Band 4 - £47,472.80
o The Basic Allowance should be treated as
covering all intra-Borough travel costs and
subsistence, but with local variations.
o Where travel and subsistence allowances are
payable, they should be in accordance for the
current scheme applicable for the Borough’s
officers. Travel allowances should extend to
travel by bicycles.
o An Annual Allowance for co-optees should be
calculated by reference to the estimated number
of meetings per year, calculated at £100 per
meeting. Co-optees should be reimbursed for
all travel costs, whether in or outside the
borough, but should not be paid subsistence.
o Dependants’ carers’ allowances should be
payable, and a flexible approach is
recommended. In particular boroughs should
have regard to local social services departments’
levels of reimbursement.
o All Members under the age of 70 should in
principle be entitled to apply for inclusion in a
pension scheme, without satisfying any period
of qualification.
e Both basic and special
allowances should be pensionable.
The full text of the ALG Panel’s 2001 and 2003
reports and copies of the current Members’

responsibility
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